Neurotrophin-3 gene polymorphisms and schizophrenia: no evidence for linkage or association.
It has been suggested on the basis of neuropathological and epidemiological evidence that schizophrenia is, at least in part, a neurodevelopmental illness. Some patients show abnormalities in cell position in the medial temporal lobes of their brains. Neurotrophin-3 is one of many proteins essential for the proper growth and development of the nervous system. Therefore the finding of a polymorphism near the promoter region of the gene, alleles of which were associated with the disease, prompted us to attempt replication. In a linkage and association analysis of the same polymorphism using familial schizophrenics and population controls we found no evidence to support the finding. We conclude that mutations or polymorphisms at this gene are unlikely to be involved in the genetic aetiology of schizophrenia.